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Summary of the Reader
This book looks at six different road vehicles: a car, 
a lorry, a bicycle, a bus, a fire engine and a cement 
mixer. Each double-page introduces a vehicle and 
describes it: the number of wheels, the colour and 
any special features.

There is a fun sound effect for each vehicle in the 
book (e.g. vroooom, nee-naw). 

Introducing the topic: Road vehicles / 
transport
Before students read the book …

• Show the students a video clip featuring road 
vehicles. You could play a clip from the internet, 
perhaps from a children’s TV show. 

• Alternatively, use the internet to show pictures 
of different forms of transport or bring in 
magazine pictures yourself. 

• Ask children to bring in their toy vehicles from 
home and have a show and tell. Ask students to 
talk about the different forms of transport and 
which they use themselves.

 
 

Did you know … ?

In the USA and Canada, school buses 
are yellow.

In London, nearly all buses are red. 

In China, almost every family has a 
bicycle. 

Level 1
Suitable for: young learners who have 

completed up to 50 hours 
of study in English

Type of English: British

Headwords: 200

Key words: 5 (see pages 2 and 6 of 
these Teacher’s Notes)

Subject words 7 (see pages 2 and 6 of 
these Teacher’s Notes)

Key grammar: present simple, has got, 
simple adjectives, What is 
it? It’s a … .
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Key words 
(see page 4 of these Teacher’s Notes for the Key 
words in context)

busy (adj) go round (v)

cement mixer (n) loud (adj)

fire engine (n)

Subject words 
(see page 4 of these Teacher’s Notes for the 
Subject words in context)

bell (n) siren (n)

engine (n) wheel (n)

horn (n) wiper (n)

mixer (n)

Curriculum links
Science
The wheel is one of the most important inventions 
in history. Ask the students why they think it is so 
important. What shape is a wheel? (round / a 
circle) Why is a circle the perfect shape for a 
wheel? (See also Activity 1 on page 4 of these 
Teacher’s Notes.) 

Maths
Counting: The students can use the pictures of the 
vehicles in the book and Activity 2 on page 11 of 
these Teacher’s Notes to practise counting in 
English. 

Geometry: What shapes do the students know in 
L1 / English? Do they know how to draw a circle? 
(See also Activity 2 on page 4 of these Teacher’s 
Notes.) 

Literacy
The students can use the text in the book as a 
model for writing about other vehicles. (See 
Activity 3 on page 4 of these Teacher’s Notes.)

Music and movement
Sing the classic children’s song The wheels on the 
bus with the students, or any other songs in 
English relating to vehicles. Add some simple 
actions to go with the song. (See also Activity 4 on 
pages 4–5 of these Teacher’s Notes.)

Art and design
The students could make a collage of pictures of 
vehicles. They could make a vehicle out of recycled 
materials. They could also design a vehicle. (See 
also Activity 5 on page 5 of these Teacher’s 
Notes.) 

Social studies
Carry out a survey on how students in the class 
travel to school, or on the amount / kind of traffic 
that passes the school at certain times of day or 
on different days of the week. (See also Activity 6 
on page 5 of these Teacher’s Notes.)

Environmental studies
Ask the students if they know which types of 
transport are good / bad for the environment. Can 
they tell you why?

History
Ask the students if they know what the vehicles 
were like in the past. Show them some photos of 
very old cars, buses, bicycles and fire engines. How 
are they different from vehicles today?

Road safety
The book is a good starting point for talking about 
the importance of road safety. Ask the students 
what they must always do when they cross roads. 
Why should they wear a helmet when they ride a 
bike?

Notes on the photocopiable activities
Pages 8–9: While-Reading activities, Activity 4 
Students colour the vehicles the correct colours. 
They then cut out the sentences using safety 
scissors and stick them beneath the relevant 
vehicles. There are two sentences per vehicle.

Pages 10–11: After-Reading activities, Activity 1 
Print out one page for each pair of students. Pairs 
colour in their pictures using the same colours as 
the vehicles in the Reader (they can leave the 
bicycle white). Stick each page to a sheet of card. 
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The students cut out the cards using safety 
scissors. They then play Snap or Concentration with 
the cards.

Snap: The students shuffle the cards then deal 
them out so each student has the same number of 
cards. They then take turns to put a card face up 
on a pile in front of them. If two cards with the 
same picture appear one after the other, the 
player who shouts Snap! first can take all the cards 
in the pile. 

Concentration: The students turn all the cards face 
down and take turns to turn over two cards in 
order to find a matching pair. Encourage the 
students to say the names of the vehicles and the 
colours, and to use as much English as possible 
while they play. 

Activity 2 Students colour in the correct number 
of vehicles each time, then match each line of 
drawings to the correct numeral / number on the 
right.

Lexical sets
Vehicles
bicycle 
bus 
car 
cement mixer 
fire engine 
lorry 

Parts of vehicles
bell 
engine 
horn 
mixer 
siren 
wheel 
wiper 

Colours
black 
blue 
green 
orange 
red 
white 
yellow 

Adjectives
big 
fat 
loud 
nice 
small 
thin 

Numbers
one 
two 
three 
four 
five 
six 
seven 
eight 
nine 
ten 
eleven 
twelve 

Sounds
toot
vroooom
ding-a-ling
swish-swash
nee-naw
rumble
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Class Activities (After Reading)

Here are some activities to do with your class 
after reading Wheels Go Round.

1. Experiment with wheels
Materials: modelling clay or play dough, drinking 
straws; materials to create a ramp / ramps (e.g. a 
large wooden board propped up with books at one 
end)

• Draw the following basic shapes on the board: 
circle, square, triangle.

• Ask the students to name these shapes in L1 or 
in English, if they can.

• Ask the students Are wheels circles, squares or 
triangles? Can they guess what would happen if 
wheels were square or triangular?

• In pairs, the students make different shaped 
wheels (round, square and triangular) and 
attach each pair of wheels to a drinking straw.

• Set up the ramp / ramps. Each pair of students 
take turns to test out their wheels.

• Talk with the students about the results of the 
experiment. Ask the students which wheels 
rolled, and which wheels did not move. Why are 
circles the best shape for wheels? 

2. Drawing a circle

Materials: a large sheet of paper and two pencils 
tied together with string per student

• Ask the students if they know how to draw a 
circle. 

• Show the students how to draw a circle on 
a large piece of paper using two pencils tied 
together with a length of string. Hold one of the 
pencils to form the central point of the circle. 
Stretch out the length of string; keeping the 
string taut, draw a circle using the other pencil.

• Give each student a sheet of paper, two pencils 
and a length of string.

• The students practise drawing circles using the 
pencils and string. 

3. Writing about vehicles
• Copy the text below onto the board and 

underline the words as indicated:
Four small wheels go round.
What is it?
It is a blue car. It has got a horn.

• Tell the students that they are going to write 
a similar text about a vehicle. They need to 
replace the underlined words with their own 
words. For example, a student may choose to 
write about a motorbike:
Two big wheels go round.
What is it?
It is a red motorbike. It has got a loud engine.

• Students write their texts. Help them with any 
vocabulary they may need.

• Students then draw a picture of their vehicle.

• Fast finishers could write another text and make 
it funny or silly, e.g. a bicycle with a siren.

4. Song: The wheels on the bus

Materials: a recording of the children’s song, The 
wheels on the bus

• Play the song and encourage the students to 
join in with the words.

• Write the words of the song on the board:
The wheels on the bus go round and round, 
Round and round, round and round,
The wheels on the bus go round and round,
All day long!

• Play the song again, and ask the students to join 
in again with the words.

• When they are familiar with the song, tell them 
they are going to sing it with some variations.

• Write the following alternative words on the 
board:
The horn on the bus goes toot, toot, toot …
The engine on the bus goes vroom, vroom, vroom …
The bell on the bus goes ding-a-ling-a-ling, ding-a-
ling-a-ling …
The wipers on the bus go swish-swash-swish, 
swish-swash-swish …
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• Sing the song with the class (without the 
accompanying music) using the above 
alternative words. You could also sing it 
substituting bus for car or lorry. 

5. Transport collage

Materials: large and small sheets of paper; 
coloured paints or pens; safety scissors; glue

• Divide the class into groups of six students.

• Give each group a large sheet of paper. Tell 
students to draw or paint a road on the sheet.

• Give each student a small sheet of paper. Tell 
students that they each have to draw or paint a 
different vehicle from the book.

• Students draw or paint their vehicles.

• Students cut out their vehicles and stick them on 
the ‘road’ on the large sheet.

• Display the collages and ask the students to 
talk about them – the vehicles, the colours, the 
number of wheels, etc.

6. Class survey

Materials: The survey grid on page 13 of these 
Teacher’s Notes completed with the names of the 
students in the class (use more than one sheet if 
there are more names than spaces in the grid) 

• Give a copy of the grid to each student.

• Tell the students that they are going to carry 
out a survey to find out how they all go to 
school.

• Write the different possible forms of transport 
on the board: by car / bike / bus / scooter / 
train / walk to school. If anyone uses a form of 
transport that isn’t included in the grid, the 
pupils can draw this in. 

• Students ask and answer: Do you go to school by 
bus? No, I walk.  

• The students tick the relevant boxes in the grid 
according to the answers.

• When everyone has completed the survey. Ask 
the students to count up their answers.

• Ask the students to call out how many students 
travel by each form of transport. Write the 
numbers next to each form of transport on the 
board.

• Decide how you would like to display the results. 
This could be done as a bar chart or as a pie 
chart.

• Draw the chart on the board for the students 
to copy. Explain to the students how the chart 
represents the results.

• The students say some sentences relating to the 
chart, e.g. Five children go to school by bus.

7. Bingo

Materials: Copies of page 14 of these Teacher’s 
Notes – one copy for each student; coloured 
crayons or pencils in the following colours: blue, 
green, yellow, red, orange

• Give one copy of the Bingo grid to each student 
and a set of the coloured pencils or crayons to 
share between each small group of children.

• The students colour each vehicle any colour they 
wish. They could leave some vehicles blank to 
indicate that they are white.

• Call out different combinations of vehicles and 
colours: A red car, A green bus, A yellow bicycle, 
etc. (Remember to note down what you have 
called out for checking the winning student’s 
grid later.)

• When you call out each vehicle / colour, if the 
students have a vehicle that colour they circle it 
in their grid. 

• When a student has a vertical, horizontal or 
diagonal line of four vehicles, he / she shouts 
Bingo!

• Check the student has circled the vehicles 
correctly. If so, he / she is the winner.
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Key words

busy ............................The town is busy today. (p. 1)

cement mixer ...........It is an orange cement mixer. (p. 13)

fire engine .................It is a red fire engine. (p. 11)

go round ....................Four small wheels go round. (p. 2)

loud .............................It has got a loud engine. (p. 5)

Subject words

bell ..............................It has got a nice bell. (p. 7)

engine ........................It has got a loud engine. (p. 5)

horn ............................It has got a horn. (p. 3)

mixer ..........................The mixer goes round and round. (p. 13)

siren ...........................It has got a loud siren. (p. 11)

wheel ..........................Ten big wheels go round. (p. 4)

wiper ..........................It has got big wipers. (p. 8)
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While-Reading activities

Activity 1 (pages 1–5)

Tick 4  the things with wheels.

a  b  c  d 

    

e  f  g  h 

    

Activity 2 (pages 4–7)
Circle the words.

1 The lorry has got ten / eight wheels.

2 The lorry is white / green.

3 The lorry has got a bell / an engine.

4 The bicycle has got thin / big wheels.

5 The bicycle is blue / white.

6 The bicycle has got a bell / a horn.
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Activity 3 (pages 8–11)
Match. Draw lines.

1 The yellow bus has got

2 The red fire engine has got

a  b  c  d 

Activity 4 (pages 1–14)
Colour and stick.

a It is a red fire engine.

b It is an orange cement mixer.

c It is a yellow bus.

d It is a green lorry.

e It has got big wipers.

f It has got a loud siren.

g It has got a loud engine.

h The mixer goes round and round.

✁

8x 12x
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2

3

4
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After-Reading activities 

Activity 1
Write. Then cut and play.

lorry   fire engine   bus   cement mixer   car   bicycle
✁

✁
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Activity 2
Colour. Match.

1 Colour six fire engines.

2 Colour nine bicycles.

3 Colour five cement mixers.

4 Colour three buses.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
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Activity 3
Circle the words.

wheel   wiper   horn   siren   engine   bell

a s b e l l r f

y n v s a j o v

w i p e r n j r

w e z o p s t s

h p i a s t s i

e h o r n k i r

e e n g i n e e

l x w o v e a n
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Class survey
Do you go to school by bus?

Name
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Bingo!
Colour. Listen and circle.
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Answer Key

In the back of the Reader

Before You Read
1  Answers will vary but may include: car, bus, 

lorry, bicycle, bus, fire engine, cement mixer.

After You Read
1 a cement mixer

b bus

c car

d lorry

e fire engine

f bicycle

2 1 Y   2 N   3 Y   4 N   5 N   6 Y

In these Teacher’s Notes

While-Reading activities

Activity 1
The items ticked should be: b, d, e, g

Activity 2
1 ten   2 green   3 an engine   4 thin   5 white    
6 a bell

Activity 3
1 bd   2 ac

Activity 4
1 dg   2 af   3 bh   4 ce

After-Reading activities

Activities 1–2
Students’ own answers

Activity 3

a s b e l l r f

y n v s a j o v

w i p e r n j r

w e z o p s t s

h p i a s t s i

e h o r n k i r

e e n g i n e e

l x w o v e a n


